101/EXHIBIT is pleased to announce its upcoming exhibition Birds of America -Explorations of Audubon, a celebration of the gallery's representational relationship with the Larry Rivers Foundation. The exhibition consists of a survey of works by Rivers, inspired by John James Audubon's book Birds of America exhibited alongside works by contemporary artists who have been asked to create his or her own interpretation of a plate of their choice from the book.
Painted during the 1990s in tandem with the book's re-release, Rivers' bird series is a unique reinterpretation of master ornithologist John James Audubon's influential illustrations of bird and plant life in America.
The bird series is "an offshoot of another bigger series that Larry executed in the late-80s to early-90s, called Art and the Artist, " says David Joel, executive director of the Foundation and Rivers' former studio assistant. "Essentially, Larry would focus on an artist and re-paint that artist's works, incorporating the artist's portrait into this new work." Rivers treated this series similarly, invoking his soft spot for birds and painting their portraits on canvas while simultaneously incorporating Audubon's essence into each piece. He challenged perceptions of abstraction, with many of his works featuring popular imagery, family, friends, historical figures, and himself in a style that he called "a smorgasbord of the recognizable." Rivers experimented with three-dimensional relief paintings toward the end of his career alongside numerous other projects, handling hard hitting subjects such as politics, history, fashion, and sex with humor and irreverence.
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